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Madras, October 12th, 1795. I this day embarked on His Ma-

jesty's ship Suffolk as Principal Engineer and Secretary to the

Expedition.

13tli. —Seventy-eight minute guns were this day fired from the

Port and Suffolk on account of the death of His Highness the

Nabob of Arcott who departed this life last night.

14th. —Threatening appearances of a gathering monsoon, heavy

rain with violent thunders and lightning. A royal salute was

tired on account of flic capture of Malacca, the intelligence of

which arrived this morning.
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Madras to Palo Tetiang.

15 tli. —The Admiral having come on board this day we sailed

about 5 in the afternoon in company with the Centurion, Arniston,

Indiaman. Surprize, galley, and Mary, transport.

18tli. —By the chronometer and meridian observations we seem

to have had a current a little to the North-East, exactly contrary

to what it is natural to expect at this season.

19th. —Some signs of discontent appeared amongst the soldiers

on board, on account of the difference of their victualling from the

sailors, but were soon put a stop to.

22nd. —These last three days, observations confirm the opinion

of a North-East current of about 11' per day. Received a copy of

signals for the Military, which was communicated to the different

corps.

28 tit. —A vast deal of rain with short squalls and very close

weather in general. One of the soldiers detected in stealing was

punished by the Naval Articles of War.

29th, —Light winds and hazy weather, very extraordinary rip-

pliugs for these two days, Ave meet them in a line of turbulent

waves at the distance of about a mile from each other, extending

from Nort-East to South- West as far as we can see. Two large

ships appeared in sight to-day standing to the Northward, which

seemed to be Indiameii bound to Bengal.

Xoccmher 2nd. —Carnicobar plainly in view this morning. From
its bearing and distance when sights were taken for the chronome-

ter this morning, the Longitude of that island appears to be 11°

58' East of Madras Observatory, or in 92° 19' East of Greenwich
;

Latitude, North end, 9° 18'.

lit li. —For two days after we lost sight of the Carnicobar, we
had a great sett to the Southward, 80' or 90' ahead of our reckoning,

by which Ave made Pulo Lando unexpectedly, and next day Pulo

Way, Avith the mainland of Sumatra. From thence Ave found a

strong current against us out of the Straits of Malacca, so much
so that, though for the last four days Ave have been Avorking to the

Eastward, Avith intervals of favourable winds, we have lost in

Longitude by the chronometer since the 8th. We now find a

strong North-Westerly current out of the straits, very hard rain
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with violent squalls attended with thunders and lightning.

13tli. —Last night the Centurion made the signal for seeing land,

on which Ave lay to : it proved, as we supposed to be, Pnlo Pera, a

small island quite bare, with good soundings all round. Last night

a soldier of Captain Meulh's company died, and our sick list

amounts to 78. About 3 r.M. we made Pulo Penang, but the wind

falling scant, we anchored in 7 fathoms water off the North-West

point.

14th —Scarce any wind at all. We weighed anchor about 10

o'clock and with the tide crossed over the long flat shoal which lays

off the North part of the island, on which Ave had only -M fathoms wa-

ter, but the bottom is soft mud, and as this happened to be low water

at the lowest tides here, and the water always smooth, it can never

be dangerous. Captain Xewcoaie of the Orpheus and Captain

Packexham of the Besistance came on board and dined with us.

Wedid not got to our anchors in the harbour until 4 o'clock. The

Swift, sloop, with Major Vigors, who is to command the land

troops of our expedition, arrived tin's evening from Madras, which

she left the 24th ultimo. Learned this day from the Admiral the

manner of getting possession of Malacca, and the intention of an-

nulling the present Government.

Initio Tenanq.

15th. —Went ashore this day Avifh the Admiral, who introduced

me to Mr. Maxxixgton, the Chief, and other gentlemen of the

Island. This day received information of the whole state of

affairs at Malacca, and the chief objects of our present expedition.

Dined and spent the evening with Captain Glass.

16th. —We this day had a large party at Mr. Scott's. This

gentleman has lived here since the first establishment of the Island.

He had formerly been a Captain in the country trade, but being

unfortunate, Avas obliged to live chiefly amongst the Malays, mi

the Island Junkce3don. He has since made a handsome fortune.

and very honorably discharged all his former debts. His house is

built of wood in the Malay fashion upon posts raised about 5 feet

from the ground. Several of the houses here are built in the same

way, which, however well adapted to the situation 31a] ays in



54' EXPEDITION TO MOLUCCA. ISLANDS.

general arc fond of, over swamps, or water, and always hear if,

docs not appear to be the most secure or convenient for Europeans.

22nd. —Finding my time likely to be snort here, I spent the last

five or six days in riding about the Island to see every part of it

that was accessible, but was unable to accomplish as much as I

wished, from the weak state of my health. Received notice from

the Admiral of his intention to proceed to Malacca on Tuesday

next in the Orpheus with direction to hold myself in readiness to

attend him.

23rd. —This morning went to see the waterfall, which is about

six miles from the town, with a road for carriages for about four

of the way, the rest I walked, and after climbing the latter part of

it up a very steep and jungly path, at last arrived at the foot of

the waterfall, and was exceedingly struck with the grandeur and

magnificence it exhibited. It is above 300 feet high and falls in a

broken cataract from an opening in the hill about half way up

according to the view. The- scenery round is true nature in its

most sublime aspect, and with the expense of a little labour in

clearing away some of the trees about it, would afford one of the

most beautiful views possible. At present to get a sight of it you

are obliged to come so near that the effect is almost lost.

I am informed by Mr. Mannington that the population of Pulo

Fenang exceeds 20,000 souls, consisting of Chulears, Chinese, Malays,

Bengallies, Portuguese, and Europeans : the first bear the greatest

proportion in number and are chiefly the boatmen and fishers,

and some of the richest traders are of this cast ; they are originally

all from the Malabar and Coromandel coasts. The artificers and

most of the shop-keepers are Chinese, whose daily hire in the

former capacity is very dear, being half a Spanish dollar per day.

The persons who are generally employed in clearing the ground

and cutting down trees for timber are Malays, who Avork by con-

tract, and with their little axes with long handles, cut down or sit

idle at their pleasure. Their manner of cutting differs from what

is generally practised ; if the lower part of the trunk of a tree be

much thicker, as it for the most part is, than at the height of G or

S feet, they erect a stage and cut it that height where it is least

trouble, then clearing away the underwood they take advantage

of the wind and cutting nearly through several trees in its dircc-
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tion, they fairly fell the first wliich in its fall brings down all the

others to leeward of it. After the trees are somewhat dry. they

are set tire to, hut seldom that I could perceive, were entirely

consumed ; very large timbers still lying in the direction they

chanced to fall. This and the quantity of ground lost by the stumps

still remaining, if left to nature to decay, as is usually the case,

impedes the cultivation for not less than six years and sometimes

ten. I am, therefore, of opinion that it would be more advantageous

to dig the trees at first fairly out of the ground, at least to cut all

the roots that spread, and then ropes fixed to the top could easily

bring down the trees by tackles attached to the liases of the adjoin-

ing trees, and when this was insufficient the aid of the axe and

mamooty could soon effect it. Eice is generally cultivated after the

wood is cut down, but from the ground not being effectually

cleared there is full a third part of it lost, for at least six years,

and the standing stumps give it the most barbarous appearance

possible. The first expense and trouble is greater in the way that

I conceive best, but the surface gained must more than counter-

balance it; for in the present manner there is the profit of two

entire years' cultivation of the whole lost in the first six years.

The variety and luxuriance of the trees over this island, as over

all the Malay islands, is very great, timber very plenty and good :

but they have no teak, which is the best wood in India : Poon

grows to an immense size, and one tree large enough for the

Suffolk's main mast, for wliich 1 am told it was intended, now lays

upon the beacli.

The soil about the town itself is sandy and very disagreeable,

being quite loose sand, or overgrown with a kind of long grass,

the seeds of which stick in one's stockings and are very trouble-

some. The inland part of the island is very high, covered with wood

and as yet unexplored, except a path which is cut to the signal

house on the highest point of the island. The pepper plantations

here flourish extremely well, and I am told that the pepper is of a

better quality than at Bencoolon, wliich has diminished in the

quantity of its produce considerably for some years past. Perhaps

this circumstance may he the means of encouraging Pulo Penang,

which it certainly wants very much at present, though it thrives

fast notwithstanding; : but there is a doubt in the minds of the inha-
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bitants whether it is to be kept in the hands of the Company, from

the unjust and extraordinary preference given to the Andamans by

Admiral Cornwallis, that deters them from embarking any consi-

derable capitals in clearing the grounds and making plantations

which require several years before they can derive any material

returns from. It is, therefore, imagined that it would be much
more to the advantage of the Company to withdraw the establish-

ments both of Bencoolen and Andamans and bestow their atten-

tions on this island : as the general opinion of the Andamans

proves that it never can answer the idea of Admiral Cornwallis,

the propriety of adding the garrison and establishment there to

Pulo Penang is acknowleged by every person acquainted with its

situation and the circumstances attending. This addition alone

would be sufficient encouragement and security to Penang. As to

Bencoolen, since it is only kept up for the purpose of collecting

the pepper on the West coast of Sumatra, and seeing that the quan-

tity produced has gradually diminished for some years past, it is a

question, with very little doubt, if the whole of this pepper would

not just as certainly be brought to the English at Penang. where

the Malays could sell it at a price, not so much above the contract

price of Bencoolen. as to equal the expense of that Settlement now.

The harbour of Penang is proved to be safe and capable of hold-

ing all the ships of our Navy in the East, and affording them and

any other ships every requisite assistance at all times. There is

now a shipwright established, who built four ships here, and from

the cheapness of timber, if encouragement was given to artificers,

ships might be built cheaper here than anywhere in India, and

docks for the largest ships could be formed almost by the simple

excavation of the rock of Pulo Juaja* where the Chinese now ma-

nufacture chunam very cheap and good. It is, therefore, a good

situation for establishing a Naval Arsenal as the most central to

all the trade between India and China and all the islands to the

Eastward, which there are now hopes may be carried to an extent

much beyond what it has been hitherto, and this in all probability

could be done without any, or at most a very trifling, expense to the

Company ; since if they would only avow their encouragement and

support of the Settlement, in the manner before-mentioned, its

being continued a free port would secure it such a resource of

* Jerajnk or Jerjali.



EXPEDITION TO MOLUCCAISLAND*. Oi

shipping and trade as would tempt the speculation of individuals

to these undertakings. The watering of ships at Penang at pre-

sent is by no means convenient, hut might easily be made so, at a

much less expense than has been proposed by some schemers, whose

plan I have heard of. but who don't seem to understand the sub-

ject : though perhaps it may some day happen that, being proposed

by some person Avith interest, it may become an expensive job to

the Company without much advantage to the public.

The Fort is situated in the North-East point of the island, which I

think the best, but it is in itself so childish a plan and scale, so near

the sea, so ill-executed, and so crowded on by the town and houses

adjoining, that I fancy, to afford a real security to their possessions,

it will be found necessary to build another in a different place. I

am told the best place for the purpose is about six miles

South, near where the Chinese have their pepper gardens, and

where there is an inner harbour, which might, as far as I can judge,

from the plan of it. be improved to the reception of large ships.

The tree or plant which yields that curious substance, the elastic

gum, grows here in abundance: its juice, Avhen cut or broken,

resembles milk, which, when suffered to remain exposed to the air,

coagulates into the substance Ave . see it Avithout any chemical

process whatever. Bullocks and sheep are very scarce and poor

here ; the beef is generally buffalo, chiefly from the opposite shore

of Queda, and sheep come from Bengal. Poultry are plenty and

cheap ; the market being supplied by Malay prows, besides Avhat are

bred on the island, which are every day increasing ; vegetables

are cultivated in great plenty by the Chinese, who, wherever they

settle, are industrious and orderly. I am told that there are at

present for sale in Queda, tAventy very fine elephants, which might

be bought and embarked for 500 Spanish dollars each, which

would be worth from 1,000 to 1.500 or even 2,000 Pagodas each on

the coast of Coromandel, this breed of elephants being much more

esteemed than any in India. Having received orders from the

Admiral for the embarkation of the troops, communicated the same

to Major Yigoes.

Tula Fencing to Malacca*

24th. —This morning embarked Avith the Admiral on board the

Orpheus. Aveighed anchor at 10 o'clock, and sailed through the



58 EXPEDITION TO MOLUCCAISLANDS.

southern passage, in which we had rather more water than on the

flat to the Northward, hut the channel is more intricate, though

perfectly safe with a leading wind.

25tli. —Fell in with four China ships hound for Bengal and

Bombay. By one of the latter we sent despatches to be landed

at Anjango. We steered South after clearing the shoal, which

extends to near Saddle Island, and the 26th made Pulo Jarra.

Wethen steered South-East, and the next day, 27th, made the Sam-

belans or Nine Islands. Two more China ships passed us. 28th,

very light airs, but fine weather; this evening made the Aroas, and

anchored for the night.

29th. —Steering due East from the Aroas, we sailed with a fine

breeze through the Sand Heads to Parcelar Hill, from whence the

course to Malacca, South-East is without danger, Point Eachar-

do, half way. being a very safe mark. All these islands and points

are like so many mile-stones or guide posts for this little voyage.

Malacca.

30th. —Our wind very faint and the tide against us for a great

part of this day : we did not anchor in Malacca road until 5 o'clock

in the evening. Immediately went on shore with the despatches

from the Admiral intimating his intention to dissolve the Dutch

Government.

December 1st. —Went on board this morning to attend the Ad-

miral, as Mr. Coupekus told me last night that the Council intend-

ed sending a deputation this day on board to compliment His

Excellency. Shortly after, two members of the Dutch Council and

an Interpreter came on board, when the business proved a mere

compliment of congratulation on his arrival and nothing more.

The Admiral soon after went on shore, and was received by the

Governor, Mr. Copperps, Major Brown and all the Officers of the

Garrison. He was conducted to the Government House, whence

after a short stay we went to the house inhabited by Major Brown.

Some other houses the Admiral looked at, but they all appeared too

hot and confined, and at last he resolved on going into Captain

Xewco^ie's house on North- West side of the town just outside the

Tranquera bridge. Mr. Couperis never once having offered the
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Government House, though the only one proper for his residence.

Wedined this day with Mr. Coupertts; there was a large company,

and not a bad dinner, allowing for Dutch cooking, of which 1 have

not the most delicate idea. MadamCouperus was dressed in the

most unbecoming manner possible, a mixture between the Malay
and Portuguese, her outward garment being made exactly like a

shift, she looked as if she reversed the order of her dress altoge-

ther. Her hair was drawn so tight to the crown of her head, and

the skin of her forehead so stretched, that she could scarce wink
her eyelids ; she seemed however very affable and well bred for a,

person never out of Malacca. In the evening she played on the

harp, a plain instrument without pedals and only capable of a na-

tural key. made at Batavia : she was accompanied by some of her

slaves on violins: and altogether made very good music for a

Dutchman to sleep to : she shewed betel incessantly, as did the

other ladies in company, and every chair in the room was furnished

with a cuspidor to spit in, for while the ladies chewed and played,

the Dutchmen fcnioked their long pipes and drauk Klein beer.

which is some of the best malt liquor I ever tasted. Wewere at-

tended at dinner and during the evening by Malay slaves, male and

female, some of the latter rather pretty, considering the general

cast of Malay features. CourEErs. 1 am told, has above 130 slaves.

which must be a vast, expense to him, and he never sells one.

December 2nd. —Tie- declaration to dissolve the Dutch Govern-

ment, which is to be made in Council, was this day prepared.

3rd. —After a conference of considerable length between the

Admiral and Major Brown, the latter was taken ill. and therefore

, no decision took place respecting the declaration. The Convoy
arrived this day from Penang; Major Vigors and most of the

Officers landed.

4th. —The Admiral, finding Major Drown unable to attend

business this day, convened the Dutch Council and dissolved

the Government as it stood since our possessing the place, having

entered the declaration as a minute in their proceedings. Captain

Xewcome was in the ridiculous predicament of sitting as a Member
during the dissolution of the Government, though the mode of

forming it was partly a measure of his own ; however, 1 believe he

concurred much more heartily in its dissolution than establishment.
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as he honestly confesses himself to have been overruled contrary

to the suggestions of his own judgment. The troops this day

landed from the different ships. The Admiral was somewhat embar-

rassed to draw a line between Majors Vigors and Brown, but upon

the former, though Senior Officer, agreeing that the Civil Govern-

ment should be vested in Major Brown, as supposed to have most

information and experience on that subject, reserving to himself

the command of the Troops, that medium was accordingly adopted.

8th. —For some days past was extremely ill, but was this day

aide to visit the works of the Fort and Town, which I found in

better order and more capable of defence than I could suppose

from the facility with which it was gained by so small a force.

Had the Dutch been true to their trust and assembled the garrisons

of Ehio and Perak. as they were ordered from Batavia to do, they

certainly might have occasioned us a? deal of trouble.

Otli. —Visited Boeca* China and was much surprised at the

attempt to fortify such an extensive line as is here intended and

partly executed, and which the whole garrison is not more than

equal to defend, in case of an attack : and it seemed to me that tin's

work- might have been laid out, to much more advantage and effect,

in the Fort and round the Town.

llili. —The Sjjy, schooner, arrived this day from Manila, measured

a base line for the survey of Malacca.

13th. —These two days chiefly employed in surveying the Fort

and environs. After restless enquiry concerning the strength and

situation of the different islands to the Eastward, learned that

there were four Natives of Amboina on board a small brig com-

manded by a French Officer, in search of whom I sent my chief

Malay Interpreter, who procured two of them for me.

14th. —The arrangement for the further expedition Eastward

having been made, and given to the Admiral for his consideration

and approval, he referred it to Major Brown, who made several

alterations in it, particularly relative to the Grenadier Companies,

two of which he insisted on reserving, as part of his garrison of

Malacca; certainly the best men should soonest be employed where

set's ice was actually going forward, instead of being reserved for a

remote chance of service in garrison.

16th. —After much enquiry and considerable expense, I had this

* Eukit. the Malay for Hill.
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day the pleasure to obtain very satisfactory information relative to

the situation, strength and disposition of the Natives of Amborna,

from which I have great hopes the task of reducing it, if necessary,

will not prove very arduous.

The arrangement being somewhat out of the regular line of

roster, has occasioned a good deal of discontent and representa-

tions from the officers left behind, but lias not caused any change

in the orders.

17th. —By an English ship arrived from China, we learn that

there were no French ships at Batavia on the 1st of November, as

three Portuguese ships left it on that date and arrived at Macao

December 3rd. These Portuguese may account for the white flags

that we have frequent reports of as French in that quarter.

19th. —The Suffolk, Centurion and Hobart arrived this morning

from Pulo Penang. By them we learn the news of an action iu the

Mediterranean, in which we were decidedly victorious : that a

successful descent has been made on the coast of Prance ; that the

Bill for Relief of the Army in India was at last before Parliamenl
;

and several other pieces of intelligence.

21st. —The Arniston. Indiaman. was this day despatched on her

voyage to China.

25th. —Chiefly engaged in completing the survey of Malacca.

The Prize Agents employed in taking accounts of all the public

effects. Major Brown having resigned the Government of Malacca,

and Major Vigors having preferred going on the expedition. Captain

Pake, next in seniority, was put in orders for the Government of

Malacca. Lieutenant Heitland was also ordered for the expedi-

tion.

SOtli. —As it appeared to the Admiral that we were scarce in

tonnage, the Armenia, Captain Sands, of 300 tons, was this day

taken up at four Pagodas a lion per month for six weeks certain.

31st. —Several of the seamen being in a very sickly state were sent

on shore under the charge of Doctor Harris's Assistant here, as

being unfit for immediate service, but as there was a great want of

wholesome accommodation for them. I made, by the Admiral's order.

a plan of a temporary hospital for the sick of the Navy, the execu-

tion of which I left to Lieutenant Farquhae. Notwithstanding that

his town is surrounded on the land side with impenetrable jungles
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and swamps, from the small proportion of sick in Hospital, it may
be reckoned healthy for Europeans, though, since our possession of

it, the rains have been very constant. This is probably owing to

the effect of putrid vegetation being washed away as soon as formed.

Though situated in the most favourable way for uniting all the

resources of a rich country with an easy communication by sea to

foreign markets, Malacca now labours under every inconvenience

that an island does, without its advantages, and though it has

adjoining a soil capable of yielding the richest productions of even-

kind, and though under the dominion of an European power for

about 250 years, it remains, even to the foot of the lines of the

town, as wild and uncultivated as if there had never been a settle-

ment formed here ; and except by the small river that passes between

the fort and town, you cannot penetrate into the country in any

direction, above a few miles; nor is even this extent general, being

confined to the roads that run along the sea shore about two miles

each way, and one that goes inland. Mr. Coupeiius has a country

house about four miles on this latter road : and there were, some

time ago, gambier gardens, about seven miles inland, to which this

road led, but it is not at present cleared farther than Mr.

Couperus's house. There is no cultivation at present round Ma-

lacca but the gardens of the Chinese, and a few of the Malays,

who supply the town with great abundance of vegetables and

fruits, the varieties of which are reckoned at upwards of 100,

few of which are indebted, however, to cultivation, being mostly the

spontaneous productions of Nature. The gardens immediately next

the town are so choaked up with cocoanut trees that even from

Bocca China you can hardly see a house ; they grow indeed so

thick as very much to obstruct the free circulation of the air, and

almost entirely to keep off the land wind, which at this season is

the prevailing one, and very cool and pleasant. This extraordina-

ry want of cultivation, I am informed, is the consequence of the

restrictive policy of the Dutch Government of Batavia, who make

a point of discouraging it, in all their Settlements, the more ef-

fectually to render them dependant on Java, where alone they

promote cultivation and improvement, and from whence they sup-

ply all the other Settlements, even with the common necessaries of

life. Sugar might be cultivated here to great advantage, the cli-
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mate being very favourable to its growth, but no more is grown

than is used as a common vegetable, the manufacture of that arti-

cle having been hitherto prohibited. Salt too might, with very

little attention and care, be made in quantity, on the swamps quite

close to the town, but Mr. Couterus says they are not salt enough

for the purpose ; the truth of which I can scarce credit, as they are

subject to be overflowed by the tides, and have no fresh water to

communicate with them. There was, some years ago, a very good

manufacture of gambier here, which exported nearly 40,000 pikuls

annually ; but about 9 years ago, in the war with the Malays, the

gardens were cut down, and the manufacture destroyed. Since

then there is but a very small quantity made here, and Ehio is

now the chief place where it is manufactured. Gambier is a sub-

stance of a waxy consistence, and a light yellowish brown colour,

formed by the decoction of the leaves of the shrub into Avhich a

small quantity of rice flour is thrown, to make it more firm and

solid. It is of an acrid bitter taste, and is eaten with betel by all

the Malays ; it leaves an agreeable sweetness on the palate. I am
told it only differs from a similar substance made use of on the

coast of Coromandel in the same way, imported from regue, called

Cotchundy, by the admixture of the rice flour, which renders it

of a better consistence and more easily packed and transported,

and less liable to run in hot weather. This article was the only

manufacture in Malacca, that I can learn, and with canes, dammar,

betelnuts, and gold dust from Mount Ophir. about 26 miles inland,

constituted the only natural exports ; and now that the gardens

have been destroyed, and the manufacture transferred to Ehio, and

that canes are grown quite out of demand, the remaining articles

are all the Settlement furnishes at present for exportation, and it

is dependent on foreign markets even for the common necessaries

of lite. The exclusive trade which the Dutch carried on, and the

breach of which they punished with death, was in tin, pepper,

opium, Japan copper, and spices : the two first articles they bought

from the Malays at their own prices, having either established fac-

tories for melting the tin and collecting the pepper, as at Ehio,

Perak, Palembang, or forced them to sell wherever they could find

them ; the other three articles they sold to them. Their opeu

trade consists in salt, piece goods of India, Macassar cloths, tor-
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toise shells, ivory wax and gold dust. About four years ago when
the Commissioners from Holland found the trade of Malacca so

much on the decline, they reduced the Civil and Military Esta-

blishments of it considerably ; the diminution of the trade, I under-

stand, in a great degree is owing to the vicinity of Penang, where

the Malays, finding a free sale for all their goods, naturally carry

them whenever they can escape the vigilance of the Dutch ; and

no doubt of it the prosperity of Penang is considerably indebted to

the monopoly of Malacca. How far it may be affected hereafter

by this monopoly being put an end to, it is hard to say ; certainly

Malacca is better situated for trade, particularly that carried on

by the Malays in their prows ; and it is the key of the straits,

since no ship can pass but in the sight of it, and I have little

doubt but it will soon recover its former consequence, when the

freedom of trade shall take effect, and the Dutch influence is

known to be at an end. It is probable that there will be found

advantages and trade sufficient to support both this and Penang.

This it is certainly necessary to keep, to prevent any other power

establishing themselves in it, and it is likely the Americans would

avail themselves of the circumstances of its being evacuated in a

short time, which might be attended with very inconvenient effects

to us hereafter : and as to Penang it possesses natural advantages

enough to ensure its prosperity, unless thrown off and disclaimed as

unworthy the protection of the Company ;
and amongst its advan-

tages, I cannot help thinking its harbour for ships, and resources

for ship-building not the least, particularly as it is not at all im-

probable but the chief business done in that line may soon find

its way from Batavia thither, which indeed is sincerely to be wish-

ed, on the score of humanity, that baneful climate having so often

proved fatal to those whom either choice or necessity led thither,

for repairing their ships ; and as there is a possibility of our soon

becoming masters of that place, it might be worth attention to en-

deavour to establish the artificers in the ship-building line, at

Penang, which I haA^e already remarked is well calculated for a

Naval Arsenal. We should then have resources on both sides of

India, and ships meeting with accident on one side of the Penin-

sula, need not go to the other for repair. The trade of ships too is

very much increased in these Straits, within a few years back,

which is attended with the good effect of discouraging the propen-
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sity to piracy, so common among the Malays ; and here, having men-

tioned this propensity for piracy, it may not be improper to re-

mark, that it would be a most meritorious work to put a stop to it,

should we have an opportunity, by gaining possession of all the

Dutch Settlements to the Eastward : which might in some time be

effected by a couple of frigates stationed in the Straits of Malacca

and Sunda or Bally, and four or five sloops of war or armed brigs

of a small draft of water, and made for sailing into the creeks

where the prows of the pirates generalty rendezvous. The sloops

to have ranges alloted to them, and then jmblishing, in all the

islands and chief towns of the Malays, Badjoos, and Buggesses,

that the English are determined to destroy the towns where or

under whose jurisdiction piracies are committed, and all prows

armed beyond a certain scale. After a few examples should have

been made, nations the most savage would soon cease practices so

ruinous to their interest. This undertaking, which would add digni-

ty and respect to the English flag, and promote the cause of huma-

nity, and social intercourse with nations now unacquainted with

such sentiments, might, I should hope, be accomplished at no very

considerable expense, as a certain duty of tonnage might be well

afforded, by all ships trading to the Eastward, for that security to

their Jives and properties, which they are now under the necessity

of guarding, each separately, at a very great additional expense of

men and guns, exclusive of the constant apprehensions under

which they carry on all their connections with those islands ; be-

sides which, as the intercourse of trade would by this means very

much increase, an inconceivably greater field would open for the

sale of British manufactures of all kinds ; for the safety of trade

once established, the prices paid for European articles by those

nations would fall to that just rate, which would enable them to

purchase infinitely greater quantities with more certain advantage

to us than we now derive from extraordinary profits attended

with great risks.

Abundance and great variety of timber fit for ship-building is to

be got both here and at Penang. Masts of the largest size are got

very cheap from the opposite side at Syac,* and are sent annually

to Batavia. It was for the purpose of carrying a cargo now ready

here, that the Constantia, an old Indiaman, was sent here. A
* Siak,
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74-gun snip's mast may be bought for two hundred dollars.

The population of Malacca does not exceed 14,000 or 15,000,

which is calculated from the quantity of rice imported, and may be

tolerably exact ; they consist of Malays, Chinese, Chulears and

Europeans; and as there is nothing bearing any resemblance to a

llaja or Supreme Head among them from the interior part of the

country, each caste has its own Chief or Captain as he is called, who
are all subordinate to the Government.

The disposition of the Malays about Malacca is quite inoffensive,

nor has there been any act of treachery, that I could learn, com-

mitted by them for a considerable time past. In their domestic

habits they are free from the prejudices of the Hindoos, and are

reckoned Mahometans, though I fancy their chief tenet is abstaining

from swine's flesh. They are extremely indolent, and, if not tempted

by the hope of gain, would never exert themselves. Though very

muscular in their make, and better formed for strength and activity

than any of the Natives of India, they are passionately addicted to

gaming and cock-fighting, which arc their chief amusements. Creese-

fighting is the principal public exhibition I could observe, in which

the combatants pride themselves, not in the boldness of attack, and

manly agility, but in the wily approach of a tiger, where their

greatest merit lies in getting unawares behind their antagonist,

and surprising him by a stab in the back ; and this circumstance I

look upon as strongly indicative of the general disposition of the

Malays.

The Chinese are equally addicted to gaming with the Malays,

and have here and at Penang licensed houses where they play with

dice, a kind of hazard that seems to have a good deal more variety

than ours. They are also fond of theatrical exhibitions in which

their merit is considerable ; their chief performers are carpenters

and other artificers, and I doubt not if people of the same rank in

life, in a distant country town in England, were to attempt getting

up a play, they could hardly outdo the exhibition of the sort we
saw at Penang, on a stage erected for the purpose in the streets.

The spectators sat on chairs and benches in the open air and were

refreshed with tea and sweetmeats ; their music is certainly very

disagreeable, being composed of gongs and very harsh hautboys.

They are very industrious, almost all of them keep little shops
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and sell groceries of all sorts. They all hitherto sold arrack, and

the consequent drunkenness of the place was abominable. I am
happy to observe now, however, that by the new regulations with

respect to the duties, this article is put under limitation, and taxed

as it should be. The Chinese, when they arrive at a certain age,

always prepare their coffins, as a memorandum of the end they

must sooner or later necessarily arrive at, and a stimulus to the

observance of morality during life ; and certainly they are in gene-

ral a very orderly well-behaved people. At every man's door you

accordingly see four or five immensely thick planks of which their

coffins are to be made. Their burying ground they always choose

on a hill, and that called Bocca China derives its name from being

chiefly devoted to that purpose. Their tombs are of a particular

construction, being surrounded by a considerable space open on

one side and semicircular on the other ; some of them formed at a

great expense. They always enclose with the dead body, a cer-

tain quantity of provision, and sometimes money. From their

industry and ingenuity they are very useful to new settlements,

and deserve to be delivered from those oppressive impositions

Avhicli the Admiral has very wisely put an end to. They are great

breeders of hogs, and are generally the persons who slaughter

them ; but why the privilege of doing so should become a subject

of taxation as in the Dutch Government, and still continued, more

than beef, I don't understand : unless it be that they have a parti-

cular method of increasing the weight of the pork by introducing

water into all its pores, similar to the cheat butchers at home
sometimes practise of blowing up meat to make it look well, but

still more effectual. They kill beef too, which is very coarse and

bad, being all buffalo. There are bullocks and cows here, but

very scarce and poor, and the milk and butter, both here and at

Penang, are very bad ; the cause is the same in both places ; the soil

not being sufficiently cleared, the natural grass in the swamps and

jungles is too coarse for bullocks, but is the best for buffaloes,

which here grow to a great size and strength, and when taken are

very fierce. For the same reason sheep cannot thrive, there is

therefore no mutton but from Bengal.

Almost all the mountains in the Peninsula of Malacca as well as

those on Sumatra are impregnated more or less with gold, and
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many of them go by the name of Mount Ophir ; that inland from

this place is about twenty-six miles, the communication to it being

from the river that disembogues near Point Sisa. The Malays who
go there are under no restraint, nor pay any duty, but enclose with

stakes a certain extent of ground where they think convenient,

work until they procure the quantity they want, and then return

to dispose of it. I am informed the richest gold mine in the

world is the black mountain in Cochin-China, the working of

which having been interrupted by civil wars for four years together

sometime back, the price of gold dust in China rose twenty-five

per cent, higher than its general rate, and upon its being again

opened, gold dust, throughout that immense empire, fell to its

former standard.

Concerning the works of the fort of the town of Malacca, according

to the plan they are built upon, they are in tolerably good repair, and

capable of considerable defence ; though should it remain eventually

in our possession, which is not unlikely, and a strong garrison be

established in it, I think it would be absolutely necessary to mo-

dernize the whole river face of the fort, and enlarge the two

adjoining bastions ; to open the streets of the town to the enfila-

ding fire of the fort ; to deepen the ditch and complete the lines

round the town ; to erect an outwork before the salient angle next

the sea, to open a communication with Bocca China, and to erect

two small regular redoubts thereon connected by a strong stockade

well scarped on the outside, and lastly to clear the ground at least

the distance of four hundred yards, for an esplanade. A magazine

for powder is indispensably necessary, no secure building for that

purpose having hitherto existed. The severity which the Dutch

have constantly exercised in this Government has impressed itself

so forcibly on the minds of the inhabitants of all denominations,

that they can hardly conceive the English to be now their rulers,

from the mildness of our administration and the politeness we show

to the Dutch, which is attended with the ill effect of their influence

being still so great as to keep back every kind of information and

assistance that we might naturally expect ; it therefore becomes the

more necessary to adopt decisive measures, and the Admiral has

accordingly resolved to send away the late Governor and Dutch

soldiers who have hitherto been kept in contradiction to the orders
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from Madras. However, as there has been a sort of interregnum

with regard to the Administration of Justice, it was judged neces-

sary to continue in office the Members of the former Court of Judi-

cature, which some of them seemed not over willing to comply

with, until they were given to understand, that the alternative

was being sent to Madras : accordingly a commission of justice was

made out and issued. The Fiscal is the Acting Member upon all

occasions of small import, and in the Dutch Government, his fees

always bore proportion to the rigour of the punishment. This

stimulus to cruelty neither the general disposition of the Dutch,

nor the particular temper of Mr. Ehude required, and it was but

a short time before our arrival that a young woman with child was

whipped so unmercifully that she died in a short time. They

sometimes proportion the punishment to the time of smoking their

pipes ; and it is not uncommon to say give him one or two pipes,

according to the magnitude of the offence ; meaning that the cri-

minal is to be flogged during the time that the phlegmatic Fiscal

smokes one or two pipes of tobacco.

The investigation of the public accounts and revenue has been a

source of great trouble, and until the determination to send away

Mr. Coupeuus and the Dutch soldiers was understood, every pos-

sible difficulty was thrown in the way- It now appears that sev-

eral things were omitted in the statement of public property first

sent. The account of the salaries and emoluments of the Dutch

servants seem to be loaded with a great many more charges than

is natural to conceive would be allowed ; but there seems to have

been a great deal of peculation in practice, particularly in one

article, the share of 25 per cent, on the revenue, that was allowed

to the Civil Servants : the consequence of which was, that the

Government tempted the Chinese farmers of the revenue, to bid

a vast deal more than they were really worth, from the first fruits

of which their share were regularly paid ; but the balance was
more than could be collected ; and they were therefore obliged to

write to Batavia for a remission of it altogether, which I am un-

formed was never refused. After the resignation of Major Brown,
the Admiral found himself freed from the promise he had made
to continue the monopoly, and therefore the public sale of the

revenue
;

some days ago advertised for this day. is on the principle
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of a trade open to all, upon certain fixed duties, which perhaps

may be more profitable in the end, than the monopoly.

January 3rd, 1796. —The order issued some days ago for the

embarkation of the troops, was necessarily changed on the Admiral

resolving to leave behind the Centurion, for the defence of the

Straits and Settlement of Malacca, as we have lately heard frequent

reports of the French and Dutch Cruizers being out. From this and

the great increase of stores and baggage, all the ships are very

much crowded.

4th. —Mr. Couperus having had orders to prepare himself to go

to Madras on this day on board the Swallow, as he had a large

family, and vessel of his own, which has hitherto passed for a brig

belonging to the King of Cochin, commanded by a French officer,

he requested permission to proceed in her ; and having reported

himself ready and obtained his passport from the Admiral, he em-

barked accordingly.

From Malacca Eastward.

5th. —The troops and stores being all on board the respective

ships, instructions were drawn out for the guidance of Captain

Parr, on which he was directed to build a temporary hospital.

The sick of the Dutch soldiers were placed under the care of Dr.

Harris's Assistant, and the Pioneers left at Malacca and public

artificers put under charge of Lieutenant Farquhar, also the work

on Bocca China ordered to be discontinued.

6th. —Embarked this morning with the Admiral, being now pro-

vided with such interpreters and guides as I could procure.

Sailed from the Eoad of Malacca about 12 o'clock, having closed

the des23atches for Madras per Swallow, passed the Water Islands

with a light air, but the tide towards night making against us we
brought to near Mount Formosa.

7th. —Weighed anchor this morning, the wind rather against us,

but with the aid of the tide we passed Pulo Pisang and anchored

near Pulo Cocup in sight of the Carrimons. The 8th, taking advan-

tage of the tides, for the winds were by no means favorable, we
got on to near One-tree Island, when we anchored. This is a very

dangerous shoal and reef, extending full three miles in nearly an
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East and West direction, and, at high water, only a few of the rocka

above water, and a single tree from which it derives its name. The

9th, though the winds were still contrary, we worked on with the

tides, and passed Red Island on the right and Barn Island and the

Babbit and Coney on the left, and several other nameless islands

besides. The working of the different ships through these narrow

channels was extremely beautiful, the islands being clothed with

the richest luxuriance. The Surprize got a turtle from a prow that

came off one of the islands. Wepassed the island St. John's and

anchored for the night in sight of Point Romania. The Suffolk's

launch, the Mary and Armonia Avere very far astern on the 10th,

though the wind, was tolerably fair ; the Transports were so far

astern that it was one o'clock before we could get under weigh. We
then made sail, but were soon after again obliged to come to near

Point Romania. These straits are by no means well laid down, as

it is impossible to know the different islands and headlands from

any chart of them yet published. It certainly would be a very

desirable circumstance, to have a complete regular survey of them,

as from the number of different islands, channels might be disco-

vered, that would favour the passage of ships in either direction,

and with any winds, as I am informed there is a deep water and

good anchorage through almust all of them, but from want of

knowledge of them, ships being afraid of exploring new passages,

loose a vast deal of time. The tides here are very irregular, but in

general, in North-East monsoons, are observed to flow eighteen

hours and ebb six. The flood on the Eastern side of the strait, I am
told, is from the Eastward, and I am told these circumstances are

reversed in the opposite monsoon. It is certainly a subject well

worth observation to examine into the effects of the tides in these

straits, which must be liable to great variations in different

parts, from the multiplicity of islands and channels, and should

become an essential part of the duty of any person appointed to

survey them.

Straits of Singapore,

lltlt. —A sail in sight to the Southward, which proved, as was

supposed, to' be the Transfer, Captain Elmoke. Westood on with

the tide, but not being able to weather Pedra Branca, were obliged
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to return and again anchor under Point Romania ; the Transfer also

joined us.

12th. —Captain Newcomecame on board this morning, and brought

us a fine turtle ; he also gave us the intelligence, from the Mate of

the Transfer, who was on shore at Ehio, that on the 7th instant a

prow arrived there from Banca, the Noqueda* or Malay Commander
of which reported to the Sultan of Ehio, that there were on the

Straits of Banca three French and two Dutch Ships-of-war (copal

praou,f in the Malay tongue) ; and that the Sultan advised him not

to proceed by that passage on that account. The Mate, who came

on board, thinks the report well founded, as the forfeiture of his

life, he says, would be the consequence to the Noqueda, of false

information. The Admiral on this resolved to return as far as the

little Carimon Island, and send into Malacca for the Centurion ;

and, after giving the requisite warning to the Settlement of Malacca,

to proceed by the Straits of Durion and Banca, in order, if possible,

to intercept this force, which may be an armament destined either

for the recovery of Malacca, or to distress our trade in these Straits

;

and there is some reason to suspect Mr. Coupekus may have given

intelligence to Batavia of the exact situation of the garrison of

Malacca, and likewise of the probable time of our departure. For

upon further enquiry, it appears that he had some idea of a force

on these Straits, as he warned Captain Sands of the Armenia, with

whomhe had some connection in trade, immediately on his arrival

at Malacca, and before he was taken up as a Transport, to avoid the

Straits of Banca, knowing or suspecting danger there. Captain

Newcome dined with us to-day, and mentions that the soldiers on

board the Orpheus are very discontented, on account of the dif-

ference of provisions with which they are served from that of the

sailors. On long voyages like the present, when the services of

men are to be immediately called for, and every exertion expected

from them, there should certainly be more attention and liberality

shewn to their provisions, on which their health so materially

depends. They are denied the little gratifications of flour, peas,

sugar, &c, and only served biscuits and salt beef, lib of each per

day to each man ; the consequent sickness, or at least weakness, of

the men, after a voyage of six weeks, must surely be a much greater

* Nakhoda.
t Kapal prang.
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loss to the public service than those little allowances ; which would

not only gratify their pride as well as palate, but keep up that

efficient vigour necessary on their arrival at their destined scene of

action, for supposing onty five in a hundred to suffer by the saving,

exclusive of the idea of humanity, that of economy will make it

evidently appear that it is cheaper to employ one hundred stout

healthy well fed men, than one hundred and five supported on

this curtailed allowance, five of whom are sure to become unser-

viceable thereby.

Off' Carimon Island.

13th. —As if
t

the winds were determined to oppose us, the mo-

ment yesterday we resolved on returning, it chopped about, and

was still against us, so that our progress back promises to be as

tedious as when coming.

14th. —Having come to an anchor off the little Carimon island,

the Admiral despatched the Hobart and prow to Malacca, with or-

ders for the Centurion and Sioift to join us. I wrote to Captain

Parr an account of the information which caused our return, and

the Admiral's intention to proceed by the Straits of Banca, to clear

it of any enemy that may be there.

15th. —A large ship appeared coming from the Eastward, which

proved to be the Phoenix, Captain Hay, from Manila, the same that

was sometime ago guilty of piracy nut far from hence, in having

plundered and burned a Dutch snow and plundered a vessel under

Arab colours. The Admiral sent for him, but as he shewed rather

an inclination to prosecute his voyage, the Resistance was sent in

chase.

16th. —The Seapoys and pioneers were landed at a very good
watering place on the great Carimon Island, to refresh themselves,

while the Transports Avere well washed and cleaned, which, from
being so crowded, could not be done while they were on board,

and was therefore necessary to their health and comfort. Wealso

changed our place and anchored near to the watering place.

17th. —This day joined us from Malacca, the Centurion, Hobart and
Swift. They inform us of the loss of the Shah-Munshj of Bombay,
from China, on the rocks of Pedra Branca on the 8th instant ; the
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crew were all saved in their boats, but the ship went to pieces

immediately, and nothing but their lives saved ; the boats must

have passed us in the night of the ninth. The loss of this fine

ship is the consequence of the want of proper survey of these

straits, with proper remarks on the tides and currents. From the

Phoenix we this day learn by our boat which returned from her,

that there are two Spanish Frigates at Manila, both sickly, bound

shortly to Spain by way of Cape Horn. That the forces of Manila

are considerably increased, and great pains taken in their discipline.

That the fort is put into a very respectable state of defence, the works

being new modelled and repaired. The present Governor is reckoned

an active clever man, who encourages cultivation and trade. Some

specimens of a white rope made of grass, and some of the material

itself prepared for twisting, were brought us, which seem to be very

strong, but I understand decays in fresh water. They make a very

good sort of canvass of it. I am inclined to think that if the long

grass, which grows on the beds of all the great rivers on the coast,

was properly prepared, it is the same, or at least would be equiva-

lent to it, in strength and durability, as it possesses a remarkably

strong fibre, very fine and silky. Wealso got a small supply of

chocolate and biscuits from the Phoenix. This day a duel was

fought between Ensign Deacon, of the 17th Battalion, and Captain

Turnbull of the Mary, Transport.

[ The Straits Branch of the Eoyal Asiatic Society is indebted to

Mr. W. E. Maxwell for the above interesting paper. Mr. Max-
well found it when looking through some papers at the India

Office Library, and copied that part of Captain Lexnon's Journal

which describes the passage of the Expedition through the Straits

of Malacca,

—

Ed.]


